
NORTH RODE NEWSLETTER – JULY/AUGUST 2022 

It’s proving to be a wonderful summer in various ways, with memorable village events, reported elsewhere, taking 

place in glorious weather.   We hope you enjoyed meeting other near neighbours at our Jubilee celebrations.   

The next Newsletter comes out very close to the renowned Sheep-racing on 3rd September, so please note the 

request for help selling Grand Draw tickets below, plus other help needed in the flyer further on.  

Sadly, this issue includes the last of John Lea’s Nature Notes.  We thank him for his fascinating insights over the years 

which will be much missed.  Is there anyone out there who could take over, even on an intermittent basis, with a 

broader remit if preferred? 

Kate Bean, who lived in the village until fairly recently, has very kindly agreed to take over the newsletter production, 

so please send any contributions to her at katebean@btinternet.com  .  I will still help her, but look forward to 

regaining some badly needed time. 

Marilyn 

Birthdays 
Our congratulations go to: 

Sue Bullock’s father, John Rowbotham, who turns ‘90’ 

on 15th July. 

 

Sick List 
Blanche Royle is now at home recovering from her leg 

fracture after traction in Birmingham. 

Our continuing prayers and best wishes also go to 

Margaret and Paul Worthington. 

 

North Rode Transport Rally 11-12th June 

Thank you to all the wonderful ladies who made cakes 

to help our Fund-raising for the church.  After a 

wonderfully busy week of celebration for the Queen’s 

Jubilee, packed with village activity the ladies of the 

village found time to bake, pot up plants, and deliver 

everything ready for sale at our refreshments stall. 

Two dry days, with only a light breeze, and the crowds 

flowed in from all over the county, escaping months of 

Covid restrictions. 

It was good to meet up with other stall holders again, 

and have a cup of tea and a slice of cake with old 

friends.  

The generosity of customers was better than ever, 

helping us to raise the incredible sum of £906, 

exceeding previous years by over £100! 

The next Rally is on 17th/18th September, but younger 

organisers are needed please! 

Judy Howarth 

 

Church Clock Update 
The regulation process has been delayed by the 

instillation of sockets for the new equipment, which 

meant they moved on to other jobs in the south.  

However, they are now making progress although it 

may take a few weeks. 

 

Winnie Bullock hits the headlines again 
Congratulations to Winnie on being crowned Young 

Farmers 2022 Cheshire Dairy Queen from 17 entrants, 

supported by Beth Candy and Rachel Weaver as Dairy 

Maids.  This involves travelling to other events over the 

next year, promoting Cheshire YFC in various ways, and 

she’s looking forward to meeting others with similar 

interests.   

 

 
 

Her other recent success is winning a 4th place rosette 

at this year’s Cheshire Show for one of her Hampshire 

Down sheep at the first attempt.  Somehow she still has 

time for her day job in cyber security at Barclays Bank, 

Radbroke Hall! 

 

 

 Sheep-Racing Grand Draw 
Thank you to all of you who have donated prizes for the 

Grand Draw. We have a great selection, the tickets are 

printed and hope you will be happy to sell some before 

3rd September – you may find some dropped through 

your letterbox! 

Shirley Tudor-Evans 

 

 



 

The Rector's Letter – July/Aug 2022 

          Despite the combination of sunshine and heavy showers, the long bank holiday weekend marking the 

Queen’s Platinum Jubilee provided a wonderful opportunity for communities to come together and celebrate 

one of the most important events in the life of our nation.  In addition to being the longest serving monarch 

in British history, the Queen now has the distinction of being the world’s third longest reigning monarch ever. 

She is only surpassed by King Bhumibol of Thailand and Louis XIV of France and will overtake them both if 

she reigns beyond seventy-two years and 110 days.  

     As I have said before, the Queen has rendered wonderful service to this country and never seems to have 

faltered. She has been selfless and has led by example and we all owe her an enormous debt of gratitude. At 

her Coronation she took an oath of allegiance before God to serve the people of the United Kingdom and 

the Commonwealth as well as maintaining and preserving the Church of England. She has remained steadfast 

to her oath and indeed will be faithful to the grave. Not only is it a wonderful testament to the Queen but 

also an example to us all.   

     The faces of old clocks often bear the inscription “Tempus Fugit”, meaning “Time Flies”.  How true!  The 

longevity of the Queen’s reign and her increasingly frail health is a reminder to us all that nothing lasts for 

ever.  And so, as time passes, a good question to ponder is this: how will you be remembered when your time 

on this earth comes to an end?  One of the hallmarks of Queen Elizabeth’s reign has been her Christian faith, 

her trust in Jesus Christ, the Servant King.  Even from a distance, we can see how the “Fruits of the Spirit” 

(Galatians 5:22) have helped to shape her whole life.  May the same be said of us by those who will outlive 

us! 

Yours ever,  

Colin 

 

Chester Cathedral Pilgrim Porch 
The Jubilee project to engrave submissions from all parishes on new glass doors at the west end is almost complete, 

and Yvonne Brown 

kindly took the 

photos below during 

a recent visit.  North 

Rode’s contribution, 

selected by Anne 

Lever, is one of the 

carvings below the 

altar, and the 

narrative can be 

accessed by entering 

the appropriate 

number. 
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Rector 

Revd. Colin Wilson   01260 223201 

Warden 

Mrs Marilyn Ainslie     01260 223346 

Secretary   

Mrs Diane Lowe            01260 27257 

Treasurer 

Mrs Lynn Petts      01260 222902 

Newsletter Contacts 

Mrs Marilyn Ainslie  01260 223346 

Ms Kate Bean    01260 272723 

http://northrodechurch.org.uk/ 

July 3rd   

Trinity 3 

Flowers: 

Madge Gilman 

11.15 am 

Holy 

Communion 

(CW) 

Led by: 

Sidesman: 

Reading: 

Revd. Bruce Lamb 

Lynn Petts 

Geoffrey Petts 

July 10th  

Trinity 4 

Flowers: 

Brenda Lomas 

11.15 am 

Holy 

Communion 

(BCP) 

Led by: 

Sidesman: 

Reading: 

The Rector 

Judy Howarth 

Jerry Howarth 

July 17th 

Trinity 5 

Flowers: 

Brenda Lomas 

11.15 am 

Family Service 

Led by: 

Sidesman: 

Reading: 

Mrs Hellen Watson 

Shirley Tudor-Evans 

Sharon Oldfield 

July 24th 

Trinity 6 

Flowers: 

Diane Lowe 

11.15 am 

Holy 

Communion 

(BCP) 

Led by: 

Sidesman: 

Reading: 

The Rector 

Diane Lowe 

Margaret Cann 

July 31st   

Trinity 7 

Flowers: 

Diane Lowe 

10.30 am 

Holy 

Communion 

(BCP) 

Including  

Led by: 

Sidesman: 

Reading: 

 

Gawsworth 

The Rector 

Louise Jackson 

Rachel Wilson 

 

with refreshments 

Aug. 7th   

Trinity 8 

Flowers: Bronwen 

Bebington 

11.15 am 

Holy 

Communion 

(CW) 

Led by: 

Sidesman: 

Reading: 

Revd. Anne Freestone 

Lynn Petts 

Geoffrey Petts 

Aug. 14th   

Trinity 9 

Flowers: 

Rose Brocklehurst 

11.15 am 

HC (BCP) 

Baptism 

Connie Moss 

Led by: 

Sidesman: 

Readingg 

The Rector 

Bronwen Bebington 

Brocklehurst/Moss 

Family 

Aug. 21st   

Trinity 10 

Flowers:  

Rose Brocklehurst 

11.15 am 

Morning 

Prayer 

Led by: 

Sidesman: 

Readings: 

Mrs Jenny Kendal 

Shirley Tudor-Evans 

Alastair Kennedy 

Mary Hobson 

Aug. 28th   

Trinity 11 

Flowers: Sharon 

Oldfield 

11.15 am 

Holy 

Communion 

(BCP) 

Led by: 

Sidesman: 

Reading: 

The Rector 

Louise Jackson 

Diane Lowe 

Sept. 4th  

Trinity 12 

Flowers:  

Sharon Oldfield 

11.15 am 

Holy 

Communion 

(CW) 

Led by: 

Sidesman: 

Reading: 

Revd. Bruce Lamb 

Judy Howarth 

Anne Lever 



 Jubilee Events 

Well, what a great celebration was enjoyed by villagers and friends of North Rode over the Jubilee weekend.  

On Thursday 2nd June we had a great evening with music from the Wychcraft Big Band and our Beacon was lit at 21:45, 

alongside many others over the country, by Mr Philip Brocklehurst the oldest resident of the village having recently 

celebrated his 97th Birthday.  

On Friday it was a great privilege to be invited to The Manor, by Mr & Mrs David Pollock where we enjoyed walking 

their extensive and beautiful gardens, watching a team of locals playing tennis and were served with a delicious 

afternoon tea and Pimms.  Thanks to Peter Hughes for the photo below. 

 

Sunday morning, we celebrated once again in the marquee at The Daintry Hall with a Thanksgiving Service led by Revd 

Anne Freestone with musical accompaniment by Kevin Price. The service was followed by canapés and drinks to round 

off what had been a most memorable weekend. 

The National Anthem was sung several times over the weekend and 

thanks must go to Her Majesty The Queen for her long and dedicated 

service to the country.  

 Thanks must 

also go to everyone 

who contributed 

their time, venues and 

equipment, but  

especially the financial 

contributions from Mr & Mrs D Pollock, The Parish Council, St. 

Michael’s Church and Daintry Hall to enable all the events to be free of 

charge. The Bullocks’ new marquee was really appreciated for 

Sunday’s rain!  



 

 

 

North Rode Parish Council News 

The Parish Council are very appreciative and grateful to all those who worked so hard and were so generous in giving 

their time and funds to make the Jubilee celebrations as wonderful as they were. 

I attended all three of the North Rode events over the weekend, had a great time and took away many happy 

memories. I was so pleased to see so many local people out for the celebrations and enjoying themselves after the 

bleak times we have all been living through. 

The Parish Council’s work continues to focus on the traffic issues in North Rode. Whilst progress is slow, we are making 

some and are pushing for a repeat of the traffic survey done before the Congleton bypass was built. I will update you 

on any progress with highways issues in the next edition in September. 

The next meeting of the Parish Council will be on Thursday 8th September at 7.30pm in St Michael’s church. All 

residents are warmly welcome to attend. 

Janet Hughes, Chair of North Rode Parish Council 

 

Microsoft Word Tip 

Sometime in Print Layout view you may find you can’t delete a blank page at the end of a document.  This is usually 

due to Sections.  The solution is to change to Outline under View, and delete the section footers at the end.  If the 

document has been heavily edited you may be able to remove some headers as well. 

The answer to most Word problems can be found by searching the internet. 

  



 

North Rode WI Notes from Pam Robinson, Secretary 

The June Meeting of the North Rode WI was opened by the President Bronwen Bebington who 

welcomed Members and visitors from Bosley, Gawsworth and Wincle WI’s . A warm welcome was extended to the 

Nantwich Voices Choir who were our entertainment for the Evening.  The singing of Jerusalem accompanied by the 

Choir started the Meeting Members and Visitors had dressed in various Red White and Blue outfits as it was still the 

Platinum Jubilee Celebrations.  The hall was also decorated with Bunting flags etc. 

The business was shortened but thanks were given out to Bronwen Bebington for the Flowers, Raffle: Lillian Cellario 

and the Committee, Cakes: Mary Hobson and the Committee, Teas: Mary Hobson and the Committee, and the Vote 

of thanks was given by Mary Hobson. 

We had received an Invitation from Mossley WI to their meeting the following Evening June 15th 7 pm at Wellspring 

Methodist Church Several of our Members were attending. 

Arrangements were given out for our 95th Birthday Outing to Abbeywood on Tuesday July 12th. Meet at Dobford 

Farm North Rode at 10.30 am and The Unicorn West Heath at 10.40 am. This is our next Meeting. Payments were 

received by our Treasurer 

The Competition for Royal Memorabilia was won by Margaret Aitchison with Mary Hibbert coming second.  

The Choir entertained us with a variety of well known Songs and they were very accomplished singers.  All who 

attended had a very lovely evening with the singing, and tea and cakes afterwards. 

The Evening concluded with the Singing of The Nation Anthem. 

 

 

Nature Notes by John Lea 

Wildflowers were weeds for most of my farming life; in my youth my father grew a mixture of root crops. He grew 

potatoes, turnips, mangles, cabbage and cauliflower and they all needed weeding. I think I grew up with a hoe in one 

hand and the fork in the other. Even in my later life, farming here, I still battled against weeds, so it’s surprising that 

in our retirement Celia and I set out to grow wildflower. Because those earlier weeds would have become wildflowers 

if left to grow. 

Two sides of our garden and a half acre of field is devoted to wildflowers. Not always the ones we wanted because 

they need the right soil conditions. And even when you grow them may they decide to move, so you can’t plan where 

you would have them, like you would an ornate garden. For example, most species 

will not grow under the roadside oak trees. Away from the trees Oxeye daisies are 

perhaps the most spectacular at the moment, but they move around the patch on 

different years.  

This year’s very early spring has produced a much 

denser crop of grass, hiding many of the flowers. But 

sorrel can compete. It’s seed head looks much like a 

dock, in the days when hay was hand shaken sorrel’s stiff strong stems held the hay swath 

open allowing in the breeze and sun. Goldfinches love those seedheads. As I write a family, 

two adults and four young, are feeding within 6 yards of my window. We may have 

towards 200 common spotted orchids, but this year the tall grass will hide many. By July 

some will be in view around the sunken garden edge. 

This will be the last time I write these nature notes, therefore Celia and I invite any of you to come and have a walk 

around the garden and wildflowers. Not the woodland, we no longer own that. Just ring us on 223255 to make sure 

we are at home.   

  



St Michael’s Church, North Rode 

North Rode Sheep Fayre 

BBQ & Family Fun Night 
Saturday 3rd September 2022 

Gates open 4pm, 1st race 4.45pm 
Oaklands Farm, North Rode 

By kind permission of Mark & Sue Bullock 

Sheep kindly provided by Peter & Rose Brocklehurst 

 

FUN FOR ALL THE FAMILY! 

Grand Raffle, Cow Pat Bingo, Wool Sack Race (Teams of 4) 

Meet the Animals, Childrens Games and much more 

BBQ, Bar, Music 

Adults £7  Children (under 12) £3 

Admission strictly by ticket only available from: 

sheepfayre@btinternet.com or call Sue/Mark 01260 223388 

All proceeds to: St. Michael’s Church North Rode, Parkinson’s, UK Sepsis Trust,  

East Cheshire Hospice 

OFFERS OF HELP/DONATIONS ARE REQUIRED AS FOLLOWS: 

Sheep Sales £10 each – Julie Purdham   julie@purdham.com 

Bottle Bola – Brenda Lomas    colleyfarmcottages@gmail.com 

Refreshments Stall – Diane Lowe    lowe463@btinternet.com 

Cake Stall – Julie Shaw     julishaw@hotmail.co.uk 

Plant & Produce Stall – Marilyn Ainslie  marilyn@ainslie.org.uk 



    

ROYAL HATS QUIZ 
Name the Royal seen wearing these hats? 

1…………………………………… 

 

2……………………………….. 
  3………………………………….. 

 

4………………………………………… 

 

5………………………………………. 

 

6………………………………………. 

 

7……………………………………… 

 

8………………………………………… 

 

 

 GUESS THE YEAR THE PHOTOS WERE TAKEN - ANSWERS  

  

 

1. 1932 2. 1940 3. 1942 

4.1947 

5. 1951 

6. 1956 7. 1970 
10. 2018 

8. 1980 9. 2003 


